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2. J - 
ee - EDITOR'S PAGE - 


APOLOGY AND EXPLANATION 


This is the first issue of Whirrakee in five and a half years which 
has been so latc as to be unawmilable for the club meeting, and that is 
a matter of regret , for which I make the following explanation, 


The typewriter pwblem had alread ensured that it was going to be a 

tight situation, anyway. The Committee had decided to have the old typewriter 
repaired, but it was not ready until June 7. I had earlier arranged 

the loan of an electric typewriter for Diane Hill, but it proved to be 
faulty ,to the point of being wmuseable, and in need of repair also. 

The method of reproduction used¢ last month was not available to us this 
month, and my little portable mes not produce good stencils. All in 

all, things were not looking good, but ,as if that was not enough, I 
developed acute kidney pain in the early hours of the morning of June 4 

and entera ¢@Bendigo Base Hospital as an emergency admission late rthat 
morning. I underwent surgery the next morning ,for removal of the offending 
kidney stone, afte r some unexpected complications. 
Anyone among Whirrakee readers who has experienced the ex€érhciating pain 

of renal colic (my second experience) will understand that I was not 
greatly interested in Whirrakee for a day 6ritwo. I came home from hospital 
last Saturday, and a now off work for a fortnight, convalescing from 

a more drastic operation than I had been expecting when I went to theatre. 
However, it has given me the time to edit this issue, so heze it is, late, 
but still of interest to you, I trust. Things should be back to normal 
next month, if the new fault in the old typewriter can be rectified. . 
Perhaps it would have been better to buy a new one after all, . 
(And perhaps a new editor?) pie a 


Eric Wilkinson, Wditor. 


3B. 
THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE (Apologies to Thomas Hardy) 
es ar ee OMA SOT OY) 


by Brian Coman & John Robinson. 


Most of the popular literature and media programs dealing with zoology in 
Aust alia tend to cast the average sheep grazier in a very poor light. 
Sheep, along with rabbits, felling axes and foxes, all tend to be tarred | 
with the one brush - destroyers of Wild Australia. It is pleasing then, 
-to come across an example of pastoral activity. where wildlife man gement 
has been actively and intelligently pursued. 


At 'Coliban Park', Metcalfe, Rita and Anthony Barber and their family run 
fine wool merinos and stud herefords. But they also 'run' kangaroos, possums, 
koalas and emus, not to mention a host of other furred and¢feathered animals, 
The emus are of particular interest since, to the best of my knowledge, wild 
and breeding populations of this species have not been seen in this part of 
Victoria since the birds were driven out in earlier times. At Coliban Park 
today, amid a parkland setting of magnificent redgums, yellow box and tall 
kangaroo grass, you can see emus with young grazing alongside merino wethers 
and grey kangaroos. And this, I should stress, is not on some tiny ‘museum! 
block. The property encompasses some 6000 acres and probably one-third of this 
area is in a state which must at least approximate the pristine (although 
such a term should not be used for anything as dynamic as an ecosystem). 


The emu story at Coliban Park has a fairly recent beginning. In the late 1960's 
a youthful Anthony Barber drove up to Mungadal station near Hay and took — 
possession of two tame emu chicks, Hé told the story: "These two were tame. 

We loaded them into the back of the station wagon and headed home. I stopped 
at Conargo and bought a loaf of bread - they looked a bit hungry. Both of then 
hopped into the bread straight off". By sheer coincidence, another Metcalfe 
local happened to -pass-them-on the road but-failed to recognise the car or 
driver. A few weeks later he met the Barbers and mentioned, in passing, a 
curious incident. "I saw a bloody strange thing a few weeks back on the wad 
to Hay. Some coot in a station wagon had two emus in the back pecking a loaf 
of bread, Bloody strange’ ", coe sag on oe 


Soon after, Rita and Anthony transported a further seven tame chicks fom 
"Sierra Park", a fine wool run in the Grampians. The eums settled in to the 

new surroundings, and wandered about the house paddocks, Early breeding attempts 
were not too successful, Egg clutches, each numbering from two to eighteen eggs, 
hatched well but the young chicks quickly disappeared. The Barbers blame foxes, 
although they also suspect that one group of chicks may have been stolen, 

Some chicks were’ taken from the nest and hand reared. Gradually the numbers 
increased, - nh ay age 


Charlotte Barber, the eldest daughter in the family, reared a couple of 
chicks herself - Arthur and Alexander. Arthur spent his early life at boarding 
school with Charlotte. The bird. followed her like a sheepdog ,even to the 
extent of jumping into the local swimming hole with her. In fact, the Barbers 
are adamant that emus like the water. They swim remarkably well and will even 
flop into a stock trough if nothing better is available. While not doubting 
the aquatic propensities of the birds, the thought of several emus sharing the 
backyard pool would cause me to reflect seriously on the capabilities of my 
filtration and chkorination system. ( ; 


h. | 
THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE (Apologies to Thomas Hardy) continued, | 


At Coliban Park, cordial relations between man and bird continued until the 
‘drought of 1982. In order ;to keep.-the: sheep-alive; hand feeding with dats 3 
became a necessity, Not satisfied with their generous daily provisions from the 
homestead, the .emu mob moved in onthe oat trails and regaled themselves in a 
gluttonous manner. In even more execreble taste, they began to assail ‘the sheep, 
driving them from the feed. Restrained attempts to correct this loutish Tie 
behaviour failed, Anthony resorted to gunboat diplomacy. Repulsed by gunfire, - 
birds galloped off indecorously to the four points of the compass, The more 
wily individuals, with a good knowledge of the normally gentle disposition of 
Anthony Barber, weathered the storm .of verbal abuse and poorly aimed buckshot. 
They remain about the house paddocks today. : syle eee 


So it was that two pair of birds, flceing fron their indignant benefactor, ~~ 
took up residence in "Serubby" - a far paddock well timbered with copses of young 
redgum and peppermint. In 1983/4 one pair successfully raised five chicks in 

the wild on Serubby. Last season, two families hatched chicks; One group of 
seven and one of two. This is despite the presence of numbers of foxes, in the 
paddock. John and I have three radio-collared foxes on Scrubby and we have 

seen several others. oe ig Oi aired 


We drive past one group of emus nearly every day on Scrubby. There is something 
comical about them in the bush. It seems to me that when the Great Architect 
designed emus‘he was less than attentive to details of construction. The rear. 
end of an emu always looks as if it has slipped dangerously back and is poorly 
attached to:the main frame so that, when the bird gallops off with that 
characteristic. swaggering gait, the impression is of a poorly stacked load’ 


of hay on a bumpy road, 


John hdés pointed out to me that the chieks we observed are tended by an adult 
male. Not only does dad emu keep the young blokes (now at the avian equivalent: 
of that irresponsible "teenager" state) in line, he also keeps mum and auntie 
and uncle well away from his brood. Apparently, after mum lays the eggs, .. 

dad takes over and sits for several weeks without any of those harmless. 
diversions that normally occupy the emu mind. When the eggs hatch, again 

it is dad who does all the dirty work and all the herding.. So. what's all 

this rubbish about women's liberation in the "enlightened" 1980's? | 

Emu ladies have been liberated fromthe chains of domestic drudgery for 

tens of thousands of years. They arc quite free to do their own. thing. 

But every liberation has its price. Devotees of Germaine Greer should note 

the tragic irony in all of this. Mother: emu might dodge all the house chores, | 
but. she never gets to fuss over the kids or bouncé them on her knee. SQ - y 
for the lady readers at least, there is a moral to the story. Bone pn ee 
Before burning your bras and, taking to the streets ih wild rebellion, reflect. ~ 
upon the life history of Dromaius novaehollandiae. ; ay 


+ bed 


DIARY OF A CANOE TRIP ON THE RIVER MURRAY): 999 0 °t tt trt eres men 


FROM PICNIC POINT, MATHOURA, TO ECHUCA. WHARF, MARCH 1985. ; 
. by Jack Ipsen, 


Wednesday 13th March A warm day; at 4. pm Rob & Cynth Watkins joined me at 
Bamah Village to start our canoe trip down the River Murray. Armed with a 
copy of "RivériMurray Charts" by Maureen Wright, and having two kyaks to carry 
ourselves and food, spare clothing, tents and bedding, as well as Rob & Cynth's 
bulk of cameras, and gear. for a little over one weeks paddling, we left one. 
ew at Barmah caravan park to drive to Picnic Point via Mathoura. 


This well known spot on the River Murray has been developed of late into a 
very popular camvwn village, Situated just below the out-fall of the Edward 
Rive xz the well grassed banks were just out of the water, making the loading 
and launching of the boats easy. It was late in the day, but being eagé ito 
. be on our way, we left the car in the caravan park and paddled down river 
until choosing a’ camp-site’ on Victorian bank opposite Tayaogon Tourist farm. 
We had barely enough time to erect tents, cook and eat a meal before dark. 
As we settled down to rest a Boobook Owl begah to express his feelings about 
us disturbing the peace of this delightful forest camp. These calls of the 
Boobook were to be a featur of each camp for our journey. 


The lark of, this first night,.. I. didn't learn until next morning, was that 
‘Rob & Cynthia had left their sleeping bag in the car, however this was very 
un-important as the’ night. was very wam. 


Thursday 14th March <A fine morning; while having breakfast Rbb tried the 
fishing-and landéd an under-sized Cod-fish which Cynthia quickly photographed; 
it was returned to its mother, Several European carp-fish were also hooked, 
only to be discarded-as not wanted on the voyage. At 8.30 am we were packed 

_and away to pass a spot marked on chart as Snake-bite camp. Birds seen during 
the morning were Azure King-fisher, Little Fagle, White-plumed Honeyeater, 
Willie Wagtail, Little Raven, Wood Duck, Dusky Woodswallow, Brown Treecreeper, 
Rainbow Bird and Kookaburra. We found later that the White-plumes and the Brown 
Treecreepers were the most prevalent birds of the trip. We soon found along 
here the 260 Mile tree, the numbers cut into the bark of large trees to ..,. 
indicate the progress up or down the river by the early paddle steamers. ‘THES 
historic marker just had to be photographed. 


We paused at Cutting Creek for lunch. This smail stream Pherae into the 

Barmah Forest, with its willow-shaded banks, gave us pleasure. As we ate lunch, 
watched 4 small lively Skink run under and ovér logs and ‘the kyak, too fast 

for photography. Azure and Sacred King-fishers, Yellow Boece? Little: Cuckoo- 
shrikes and:Grey Fantails were seen about here, 


Between Moira and Baymah Lakes, the section is known as the Narrows, low green 
banks and over-hanging trees, the stream fairly fast-flowing, ° and it was here 
that we came to a small stream flowing into the Moira Lake. We:were fortunate 
in not entering this stream as it was very fast and snaggy and would have 
meant disaster to our heavily laden craft. We left the canoes and walked a 
little way to look into the lake and decided to give it a pass. A little way 
down the Murray river we came to the’ junction of Barmh Lake and the river. 
We camped férithe night at this delightful spot, which was in sight of a 
caravan camping site across the water. 


6. 
DIARY OF A CANOE TRIP ON THE RIVER MURRAY continued 
ee 


Friday 15th March Day-break across the Lake, morning light on the trees and 

a looper caterpillar kept us about camp until 9.15 am, Photography. is.a..... 
serious matter ; the looper racing up and down Eué@alypt stems, eventually caught 
in focus, then relaxed to immitate a green leaf. As we left, there appea xed 

on the N.S.W. bank the 264 Mile tree; this marker slightly spoiled by..vandals 
was still readable. Next down from here was the outlet channel of the Moira 
Lake, this being a natural water-course, opposed to the inlet mm-made one 
upstream, it was gentler and very attractive to us. As we entered, paddling 
up-stream ,a few snags of fallen trees were not much trouble. Bird-life along 
this stream was always exciting, the Azure King-fisher most so, we agreed that 
this would be a most suitable place to study and to photograph this bird. 

It would perch on the water-washed gum-tree roots at regular intervals and 
invarably one would be visible from our eraft at all times. Of course the Wood 
Duck one would expect to see, but it was pleasing to see them so undisturbed 
by our presence, This we attributed to the area being out of bounds to shooters. 
Fan-tailed and Pallid Cuckoos, Peaceful Doves, White-winged Choughs, Restless - 
Flycatchers and a Little Eagle made it a memorable stream, The final approach 
to the lake was through a wide channel of rush, the Pale or Giant Rush, 

Juncus palidus. The Lake ,a vast open space of water .had no bird on that we 
could see; no doubt the reed beds and shallows would be home to many. 

Back to the river again, we were soon to enter the Broken Creek where we found 
most picturesque old River Guns, They were old before Captain Cook discovered 
this land./Rob will probably show pictures of them sometime. The Public seemed 
to enjoy this junction as there were caravans and house-boats and much evidence 
of white-feller camper. 


Next was Barmah Creek outlet,-a small creek that leaves the Murray to re-join” 
later to form Barmah Island, Lunch was enjoyed at. this site, where we again 
saw the Little Cuckoo-shrike, and added the Crested Shrike-tit and Tree Martins 
to our list. ; 


Mid-aftemoon we pushed‘on to the lower end of Barmah Island and in making 
this our over-night stop we noted that all camps were on the Victorian side 
of river, in Barmah Forest; also all were accessible by forest tracks. 


Saturday 16th March Morning, humid and overcast with light west breeze, , 
Here we: saw five White-breased Wood-swallows and a flock of Little and Long- . 
billed Corellas. At 9.30 am we paddled on to Barmah village, After re-arranging 
some of the gear Rob & Cynth took the Ford back. to Pienie Point to bring the 
Valiant on to Echuca for the next leg of the river journey. While they were 

_ thus eng ged I had time to view some of the aspects of the village, including 
the Historic Ferny or punt which was being preserved on the river bank beside 
the new bridge. This service was the only means of crossing here until recent 
times, 


At 3 pm ,all together again-and canoes repacked, paddled down a further four 
and a half miles, to camp again on Victorian side of yiver. Along this section 
we entered an interesting creek coming from Victoria and not named on our 
chart. The locals called it Deep Creek. A party of holiday-makers were in © 
trouble with their speed-boat , and although we watched awhile, we were not sure 


whether. they wanted the boat in or out of the river, 


peti niarcieeiecn tho 
DIARY OF A CANOE TRIP ON THE RIVER MURRAY continued 
a 


Sunday 17th March Light rain fell during the night. Flocks of Corellas at” 
this camp had entertained us as they wheeled about the River Red Gums, some- 
times almost all coming to roost in the trees nearly bare of leaves, then’ 
taking flight almost as one bird; photography was attempted in the poor light. 
We left at 9.50 am to travel almost due West through high banks to Cape Horn, 
a sharp bend in the river, about 320 degrees, to travel back along itself.. 

On the grassy point, a herd of cattle rested, We climbed the high bank opposite 
the point to have our lunch, and here saw what I believe was the old Cape ~ 
Horn Vinyard. Friends of my people, Mr & Mrs Felgenaur, once owned this 
property, but retired to live in Bendigo about the year 1920. In its prime, 

it was a Tourist resort,. having a coach and horse sérvice to and from Echuca, 


Recorded here were the Rufous Whistler, Noisy Miner, and the Grey Fantail, 

The same Little Egyet that we had seen as it flew on with our approach was with 
us again here, In the afternoon we travelled one and a half miles in a circle 
to arrive at the Cape Horn Homestead. We tarricd occasionally, as water-skiers 
were on the river, then rounding Fleming's Bend to canp on the N.S.W. side 

of river. A table and seats under a huge Silver Wattle, Ac. dealbata, with a 
grassy patch for our tents, Rain fell during the night. 


Monday 18th March. Leaving camp. at 9,30 am, travelling through groves of 
Silver Wattles, we came to the Junction of the Goulburn and Murray rivexs. 
travelling up the Goulburn for a ‘few hundred metres before rturning to our course. 


Along this lower portion of the river in the Banwh Forest, we noted evidence 
of Aboriginal camps on some of the high banks. The river is encroaching on 
these sites by erosion during flooding , revealing sectional views of ash and 
‘shell, This evidence unfortunately is bound to disappear. 


As we were now nearing Echuca, dwellings were more prevalent, Six miles ‘along 
we entered a loop in the river, with water flowing: round the loop as well 

as the river, This was an old course of the river which is gradually being 
cut off. The calm waters in the loop making feeding grounds for water birds. 
A group of Yellow-billed Spoonbills posed on fallen.trees and in the shallows 
made an opportunity for photography. Another section of the loop made a safe 
mooring for House-boats and small craft. 


On returning to the main stream we paused for lunch, Across the river some 

very old buildings of the early settler period attracted the use of cameras. 

Now as we entered the outskirts of Echuca, the river rolls past a considerable 
caravan park and we were soon at the Echuca Wharf. Some time was spent 

viewing the old and modern river craft from our kyaks on the water, a much 
better way of inspecting details of these boats than from the land or on the 
wharf. At 5.30 pm we finished our river trip by loading canoes and gear 

onto the car to return to Barmah to: camp at Barmah caravan park for a last night. 


¥¥ ¥ ¥ HERR HX 
BENDIGO NATIVE PLANT GROUP _ JUNE 21st MEETING 


Bob Finlay of "Possum Books" will be selling his books, 
Item for the evening. 
Group Discussion « FERTILIZERS. 


8. 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo, 


IN RETROSPECT 


I pause, and look back at some of the sities I have made, and béliefs L 
have rethought. 


In my early days of growing Natives , some fifteen years ago, the general 
thought was that Native plants must have an acid soil. It was fatal to allow 
any liming of the ground. Keep superphosphate away from them,and so on. 


Perhaps I should have studied geology and become familiar with the areas 

from which the different native plants originate. Fér-instance I would have 
known that Eucalyptus erythrocorys, the beautiful Red-capped Mallee, originates 
from a limestone area, therefore it needs a limey soil. 


This fact I have proved entinely, to my way of thinking. Over the pexiod of 
ten years we have lived at Maiden Gully, we have had a Red Capped Mallee in 
the garden, For the first eight years it barely existed, reaching a height 

of about cighteen inches, en unthrifty tree, with lack lustre leaves. 

Then I réad a couple of lines in a garden book, entirely overlooked on 
previous readings, which said that the Red Capped Mallee needed lime. The 
small tree immediately began to grow and improve in appearance when I 

began to give it aidressing of garden lime each three months, well watéred in. 
This improvement Has continued ovérithe last two years, and I now heve a 
beautifu}. ,healthy youngster some eight feet high with a thriving’ ‘appearance, 
_and. lovely glossy gréen leaves. The only different element which could have 
made the difference is the addition of lime to the soil. I have now gone 
through my garden book and undé wined any mention of lime, or TAREE ae ay 
origin, of the différent pl ats, and there are quite a few. 


In like fashion I have/recently come across information that the seeds of 
Clianthus formosa , the Sturt Desert Pea should be planted in the autumn in 

g pund well treated with lime-and superphosphate. Perhaps this would account 
for the beautiful specimen of this plant that I mentioned in last "Whir nkee", 
that grew and flowered so well on‘atheap of old building mbble. As the said © 
building rubble had came from dround a brick house, one would expect that 

it would be of a sandy nature, with a fair content of lime from the spilled 
morta rused by the bricklayer. They say that hope springs eternal, so this 
year I have planted my Desert Pea seeds: in a well Limed and Supered mound, in 
the autumn, I will await results, hoping meantime that the frosts do not kill 
them. I have previously been under the impression that they were frost tender. 


And at last the rain has come, Beautiful life giving rain, two inches of it, © 
and the nature of the bush has changed overnight. I could hardly believe my 

. eyes, the next morning ,when I saw the rain § wge, fourty nine millimeters, 

-or one hundred and ninety six points, I thought someone had turned the 

hose into the gauge. Later in the morning the warm sun came out, and, as if 
this was 2 signal, we were treated to the best; the most wondenful display of 
bird song I have ever heard. It seemed as if every bird in the bush was singing. 
Such was the volume of sound, it was only occasionally that I was able to 
recognise individual bird's songs. Perhaps the loudest of all,.and most easily 
recognised, was the chirring, Tup ,Tum, Tum ,Tum of the Fuscous Honeyeater. 
then occasionally the Sleep ,Sleep , Sleep-Hickup, of the Yellow Faced Honeyeater, 
then the Chop-Chop-Chop-Chop of the Gilbert Whistler, and of course, the never 
mistaken, raucous Wok, Wok, of the Red Wattle Bird. In all, just a continuous, 
beautiful, cacophony of Bird Song. 


ersten ms ran Searseweree nym ethan oot Alar meme ot 


RED-CAPPED BOGINE - EEO GOODENOVIT 
BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVER 'S.. GROUP BIRD. OF: THE NIGHT DISCUSSION SERED 1985. 


APPEARANCE: A aeain smail pird 11.5 em long. The maie bird is dark-brown 
to black above, with patches of white in the wings and outer tail, bright 
red forehead and front of the crown, black tWwattand sides of the head, 
breast and upper stomach Bright red, the’ emain erof underpd ts white, 
legs and bill black, eyes dazk brown. The female is in general, greyish- 
brown above, with white patches in the wings and outer tail feathers, white 
underneath ,and pale grey on the breast. Sometimes the female forehead and 
breast are faintly tingedwith red. 


‘CALL: Rhythmic short trill, repeated continually for SES or long periods. 
Also, an ins ect-like ticking sound occasionally. 


HABITAT: Found in most habitats in the Bendigo District, but more common in 
the, northe m areas, especially within mallee vegetation. 


BREEDING: Occurs usually between September to December, but occasionally 
earlicr Orlater. The nest is a beautiful , well camouflaged. cup shape, built 
of fine grass, bark ,and bound with cobwebs. It is usu lly placed in a fork, 
either horizontal or vértical, in a Eucalypt, from about 4 ft to 12 ft, 
occasionally more, above ground level. The nest is lined with soft grass, 
rootlets, hair or fur, and a few small feathers and is sometimes decorated 
with lichen or moss on the outside. Eggs numbe rfrom two to four and aze 
bluish-g xen and heavily spotted with. purple-brown, especially near the middle, 
or towards one end, The incubation period is HAY about 15 days, and the 
fledging period ‘a similar time. A igh S25 


HABITS: Like other . Robins, the female builds the nest and incubates the eggs, 
the male supplying the. pbuilding mate rial and food to the female. A few days 
after the young“re hatched, they ar fed by both parents. When perched, 

they continually flick the wings and tail slightly. Flight is short, low 

and undulating. 


FOOD: Consists of insects, e.g. SERN TTTEHS, bugs, beetles, small flies, 
bees, wasps, ants and small mantids. 


GENERAL: * ERE eee pretend injury e.g. a broken wing, when protecting eggs 
or young. 

While aaah, hers often perch motionless, clinging to the side of a tree, 
watching for insects on the ground, Palys tak to pick up the food, then 
flying to another perch. 

When the male is bringing food to the female, he often gives a call some 
distance from the nest, and the female leaves the nest and flies over to 
‘receive the: food,’ accompanied by fluttering wings and twittéring calls. 

The Golden B »nzé Cuckoo has been Imown to parasitize the nest. 

Nests are often destroyadcand eggs or young taken by predators. 


DISTRIBUTION: Red-capped Robins occur throughout most of Australia except 
the tropical north, ‘and eastem and south-eastern coastal areas. It is more 
common in the drier inland areas, and disperses from some azeas in the non- 
breeding season. 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 


10. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR MAY 


The Meeting 
Helen Aston showed \ us Base how ecceseatine: a “study of one of our more common 
native’ birds could be, Ove ra three year period Helen's main. objectives were: 
1. to discover if Mudlarks form flocks within the study drea in winter 

or at any other time; . 
2.. to determine the breeding pe riod ; 
3. to determine breeding density; and 
4. to determine the ter xitory size of breeding pairs. 
There must be dozens of bird species in the Bendigo area which would lend 
themselves to such a study. The study aréatwas the area adjacent to the 
freeway from Camberwell to the Botanical Gardens and started with bird 
counts while driving to and from work, 


Flocking of Mudlarks started in January and most of the birds in the flocks 
wee young birds. There were two flocks which peaked in numbers at 34 and 14 
du ying the months of May, June and July; after this the flocks started to 
disperse. Eggs are usually laid between the end of August until 10th December 
and the eggs usually take 26 days to hatch. After fledging it is fou 1weeks 
before the young can fend for themselves, but some birds ee) on with their 
parents, roosting with them in their territory. 


The Bird of the Night was the Crested’ pei econ Ocyphaps Lophotes 


Observations 
Highlights .., Fork-tailed Kite at Mandurang 
: ... Rose Robin at Inglewood 

... Pied Butcherbird at Inglewood 


On 25th ‘April a solitary Fork-tailed Kite, also known as the Black Kite, 
was seen at "Tannery Heights", Mandurang. Another bird of prey, the Black- 
’ shouldered Kite, has been seen in good numbers around the district. One" “Or 
our members, while driving between Carisbrook and Cain Curran across the 
Mooloort Plains recorded the following birds of prey: numerous Black- 
shoul @red Kites, many Nankeen Kestrels, a pair of Swamp Harriers, many ~ 
Brown falcons, and a Fork-tailed Kite. Later that day he also saw a Wedge- 
tailed Eagle and an Australian Goshawk. 


At the Maryborough Sewerage Farm there are eight @rass WstTe aaa eeRIen 
have now been there for. seven months..A pale coloured Crimson Rosella was. 
seen in the back yard of one of our Maryborough members. Could the recent 
increase in the number of Crimson Rosella SWAT, in our district be late 
to the destruction of habitat by bushfires? — 


From Inglewood we have received reports of a Singing Honeyeater, late Maron 
to mid April, a bird which is usually found in the drier country. to the north, 
and is a rare visitor to the Whipstick and Inglewood areas, An Emerald Dove, 
obviously an aviary escapee, was seen feeding beside Bronzewings and Peaceful 
Doves, in late afternoon, in Inglewood, close to the house. It preferred 
white millet, and some hulled oats, and was a little wary of the Bronzewings 
which are twice its size. It seemed well able to look after itself, coming... 
to fead«in early morning and late aftérnoon, and wande ung mound Beneath’ 
the mallees during the day, but it has not been seen since 28th April. 


Farly on 7th April two of our membé 8 were lucky enough to hear the glorious 
measured cadence of a Pied Butcherbird in a mixed eucalypt forest, edged 

by mallee, 10 km north-west of Inglewood, This is a first record for the 
Inglewood district. 6 km to the east of Inglewood, in mallee, with a patch of 
yellow gums and grey box and some melaleucas, a male/Rose Robin was seen on 
4th April, These birds appear to be occasional autumn visitors to the Kingowé : 
area, the last record of a male Rose/Rébin in the area being 3 yéats ago. 


il. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR MAY continued 


Closer to home, in Bendigo, one of our observezs reported the following 

birds f mm his suburban garden over a two day period: White-backed Magpie, 
Magpie Lark, Grey Currawong, Grey Shrike-thrush, Eastern Shrike-tit, Red 
Wattlebird, White-naned Honeyeater} Yellow-faced Honeyéater, Fuscous Honeyeater, 
White-plumed Honeyeater, Eastern Rosella, Red-backed Parrot, Twenty-eight 
Parrot, Little Friarbird, Laughing Kookaburra, Black-chinned Honeyeate r and 
Musk Lorikeets - not a bad list for a built up area. 


Finally, at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm, May Swamp, a solitary Pelican was seen 
on 14th April, but it had left the area a few ys latéri 


COMMITTEE REPORT 29/5/85 


1. Committee decided to have the old typewriter repaired, but the sub- 
committee will continue to investigate options for the future. 


2. $500. is to be transferred from the general Publications account to the 
Publications Investment Account. 


3. Two delegates (Rob Fyffe and Peter Ellis) attended the L.C.R.P.A. 
meeting re Whipstick I.D.0., and will continue to attend this se tes 
of meetings. 


4, The manuscript of the 40th Anniversary booklet is now being typed, ready 
for correction before going to the printers. 


5. 659 copies of Eucalypts of Benaigo have been sold to date. 
6. Members are asked to considéripossible office beazers and committee 
members for election at the September Annual Meeting. Places will need 


to be filled on the committee, as some committee members have indicated 
that they will not be seeking ::e-election, 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
NGS for CSAREITENUE P.O. Box 396, BerneEE 3550 


Office bearers for 1984- 1985 


PRESIDENT Laurie Mececn 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSIST ANT SECRETARY Lyn Hamidtea Marong Rd. .Maiden Gully 49 6224 
T REASURER Helene Boon  Kamarooka 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER. . Win Demeo Kamarooka: 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGAN ISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ee 397308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 
ASSIST ANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field.Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and Children $6.00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10. 00. 


General Meetings are held on the. second Wednesday of gach. month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway , BIE 
Meetings start at 7.30 p. ™. 5 and conclude with supper. 
The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions = The. assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havilin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified, 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on-the - 
weekend following the General Meeting.’ Campouts are held several times. dn 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. - rage 


The B.F.N.C, has four sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first’ Priday of ‘the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30°'p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 

Secretary: Salli Dearricott -Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 


The BOTANY GROUP meets onthe fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m...at 
the Biology pa Applied Science 1. pe B,C.A.E., Sunless otherwise 
announced). 

Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary. Crt., Kennington. 43 5965, 


The CON SERVAT TAN GROUP meets on. ‘the third Tuesday of each month, at 8. 00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Convenor: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk. 46 8141.. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 — 
Secretary: Bilk Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 
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MEETINGS 


Wed.July 10 Dr Brian Smith of the Museum of Victoria, Division of Natural 
History and Anthropology, will speak on the work of the Museum , 
and some of his own research wérk. (Check Public Notices 
section of Bendigo Advertiser for venue, in case Agriculture 

. Dept. is still under quarantine. ) 

Wed.Aug.14 40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

. Speaker: Dr, Jim Willis 


Further details, including cost (not expected to exceed ce 
per head ,will be announced next month). 


Wed.Sept.11 Annual General Meeting. P wsident's Address. 


Wed.Oct.16 40th Annivérsary Public Meeting, Regicnal Library Theatrette. 
(34 Wed.) “Confirmation f pm invited speakerrawaited - details next month. 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun.July 14 Visit to Museum of Victoria, Melbourne (full day) 

_ . “= insufficient interest was shown to warrant a bus, or even 
running the excursion at all, However, it is hoped that a few 
more than four will want to take this opportunity. Final 
decision and arrangement of details at July meeting. Travel 
will be by car if the excursion goes ahead. 


Sun. Aug.18 Pereydale Historic Area (near Avoca), 
Full day excursion to visit 01d gold wérkings in the foothills 
of the Pyrenees/ ange, near site of former gold town of 
Pereydale, Members from Maryborough F.N.C. will join us for 
this day. Because of the distance, it is suggested that we 
should meet at Avoca at 10.30 am. 


Fri.Aug. 30 W.V.F.N.C.A. 'Campout' at Axedale Rotary Camp - 
Sund.Sept.1 hosted by Bendigo F.N.C. Details next month. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.duly 5 Venue: to be announced in Public Notices section of Bendigo 
- Advertise ron Sat rday June 29, 
Speaker: Alan Hartup. 
Subject: Birding around Central Victoria. 
’. Bird of the Night: Boobook Owl, 


BOTANY GROUP. 


Fri.June 28° 7.30 pm, Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E. 
Topic: "Leaves - their forms and adaptations" 


Sat.June 29 Excursion to Kamarooka - principally to look at saltbushes, 
, Leade x Don Franklin. Meet at Havlin St. at 10. am. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

Thurs,June 20 8.0 jm at Graham and Di Bis home, 31 Curnow St.Golden oer ae 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed.June 26 8.0 pm at Laurie Leeson's nce 76 ‘Tawson St.,Sp ing Gully. 


